
Quotes from Youth and Caregivers and their Advocates in Support of FURS 

 

Quotes from Advocates 

 Contact: Susanna Kniffen, Children Now, skniffen@childrennow.org  

 

Placement Disruption 

“When these relationships are new and still developing, misunderstandings can escalate and cause youth or 

caregivers to ask for a placement change despite the fact that, with some in-the-moment support, they may 

have been able to develop the strong, healthy, caring connection foster youth need to heal and thrive.” 

Law Enforcement 

“Far too often, caregivers call law enforcement because they do not see other options for immediate help, 

however, this often escalates the situation and already traumatized children end up inappropriately criminalized 

rather than connected to needed services.” 

Mental Health 

“If we can connect youth and foster families to immediate trauma-informed services during challenging 

moments, we can often avoid the need for higher level mental health interventions and placements down the 

road.” 

 

Quotes from Youth 

 Contact: Katarina Kabick, Child Welfare Advocate, katarinak@calyouthconn.org 

 

 Law Enforcement 

“I like this bill because foster parents, kinship care providers, and group homes call the police when they feel all 

out of options. Sometimes the social worker doesn't get back to them or they haven't been trained on how to 

support young people who are healing from trauma. They call the police because they are overwhelmed. This 

always hurts the kids.” 

“I was handcuffed at just 7 years old, booked at 9, and sentenced at 12 because foster care providers didn't have 

anybody to call in times of crisis. Being pushed into the juvenile justice system, I never found the dignity, love, 

and stability I needed to thrive. Instead I learned that there was something wrong with me. The system is 

broken. I was just a child. I am excited about this new resource that starts a culture shift to push-in supports to 

the caregiver instead of just problematizing the youth.  This has the potential to protect youth from the early 

and routine interactions with law enforcement that contribute to the foster care to prison pipeline.” 

Placement Stability 

“FURS will preserve placements and protect foster youth from the police, which in turn will strengthen the 

possibility of stability.” 
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Quotes from Caregivers 

 Contact: Jenn Rexroad, California Alliance of Caregivers, jrexroad@cacaregivers.org 

 

Mental Health 

“Our children don’t need the additional trauma and separation that comes from hospitalization, especially when 

they/we just need specialized crisis support.” California Foster Parent 

 Law Enforcement 

“Foster parents need immediate help when they are in the middle of a crisis with a youth. When safety is a 

concern, our only current option is to call 911.” California Foster Parent 
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