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ANNOUNCING SENATOR SCOTT WIENER AND RITA SORONEN AS KEYNOTE SPEAKERS AT 2018 BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 

POLICY FORUM 

Senator Scott Wiener, representative of District 11 in the California State Senate, and Rita Soronen, President and CEO of 

Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption, are set to Keynote CBHDA’s 2018 Behavioral Health Policy Forum 

Sacramento, CA– With a year full of new partnerships and exciting opportunities, the County Behavioral Health Directors 

Association (CBHDA) is excited to announce one of California’s Senators, Scott Wiener and President and CEO of Dave 

Thomas Foundation for Adoption, Rita Soronen, will be Keynote speakers at the Behavioral Health Policy Forum this year. 

Senator Scott Wiener represents San Francisco and northern San Mateo County in the California State Senate. Elected in 

2016, Senator Wiener focuses extensively on housing, transportation, civil rights, criminal justice reform, clean energy, and 

alleviating poverty. He chairs the Senate Human Services Committee. Before being elected to the Senate, Senator Wiener 

served as a member of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors, representing the district previously represented by Harvey 

Milk, and chaired the San Francisco County Transportation Authority. Before being elected to office, Senator Wiener 

practiced law for 15 years, including nearly a decade as a Deputy City Attorney in the San Francisco City Attorney’s Office. 

He also served in a number of community leadership roles, including co-chair of the San Francisco LGBT Community Center 

and on the national Board of Directors of the Human Rights Campaign. Senator Wiener has lived in San Francisco’s Castro 

neighborhood since 1997. He received degrees from Duke University and Harvard Law School. Senator Wiener will take the 

stage on December 17th. 

“I look forward to discussing how the Legislature is working to expand access and improve the quality of mental and 

behavioral health services throughout our state,” said Senator Wiener. “Last year I worked closely with CBHDA to ensure that 

California youth, regardless of their county of residence, are able to access early intervention mental health services. We 

must continue to work together to update and improve our laws, so that all Californians can get the support they need.”  

Rita L. Soronen is president and CEO of the Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption, a national, nonprofit public charity 

dedicated to dramatically increasing the number of adoptions from North America’s foster care systems. For more than 30 

years, she has worked on behalf of abused, neglected and vulnerable children, providing leadership for local, state and 

national efforts working to improve the juvenile justice and child welfare systems, while striving to assure safe and 

permanent homes for children who need our help the most. Ms. Soronen will take the stage on December 18th. 

https://www.davethomasfoundation.org/board-staff/rita-soronen/
https://www.davethomasfoundation.org/


“For the children who enter the foster care system, their physical safety is paramount, but their mental health needs are 

also critical to their ongoing wellbeing and development,” said Rita L. Soronen. “I’m honored to speak at the California 

Behavioral Health Forum to share how the Foundation’s Wendy’s Wonderful Kids program is serving the needs of our most 

vulnerable youth waiting to be adopted from foster care in California and how we can work together to ensure that every 

child thrives in a safe, loving and permanent family.”  

CBHDA’s Policy Forum, which will be held at the Palace Hotel in San Francisco December 17th and 18th, will feature many of 

California’s leaders in Behavioral Health. This unique, two-day Forum brings together panels of experts with scheduled 

discussion topics ranging from Criminal Justice Diversion Opportunities, Youth Mental Health in Conversation, Mental 

Health First Aid, and many others. Registration for this event is now open. 

“The County Behavioral Health Directors Association takes pride in the work we do for the Behavioral Health system in 

California,” said Tom Renfree, Interim Executive Director at CBHDA. “We are thrilled to partner with both Senator Wiener and 

Rita Soronen this year for what are sure to be exciting and fresh keynotes that will educate and inform.” 

For more information visit www.cbhda.org. 

To register for the Behavioral Health Policy Forum, click here. 

To see more on the Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption and Wendy’s Wonderful Kids, click here. 

 

The County Behavioral Health Directors Association is a statewide non-profit association that represents all 58 county 

behavioral health directors and 2 city mental health programs (Berkeley and Tri-City) which is dedicated to advocating for 

public policy and services on behalf of people who are living with substance use disorders and mental 

illness. 
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