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COUNTIES INNOVATE TO CREATE NEW SOLUTIONS FOR THEIR COMMUNITIES 

Over $4 million unlocked for San Benito, Calaveras and San Francisco Counties 

Sacramento, CA– San Benito, Calaveras and San Francisco Counties discussed their plans to develop three Innovation 

Projects that establish strong collaborations and work to reduce recidivism.  These innovation plans will be presented at the 

Mental Health Services Oversight and Accountability Commission (MHSOAC) meeting January 24th, 2019. With the hard 

work from the three counties and the approval of the MHSOAC, over $4 million will be put toward their communities’ 

behavioral health services.  

San Benito County will implement its project, “Behavioral Health Diversion and Reentry Court”, a mental health court 

which is modeled after its current drug court. This project will assist Latino individuals with serious mental illness with quality 

services designed to reduce recidivism.  

Calaveras County can begin work on “Establishing the Journey to Wellness: Peer Specialist Program.” This innovative 

project tackles Calaveras County’s high rate of recidivism by connecting consumers with behavioral health support upon their 

discharge from a crisis program. 

San Francisco County will introduce “Fuerte School-Based Prevention Groups” to its community. This collaboration 

between the San Francisco Unified School District, the San Francisco Department of Public Health, and the Departments of 

Psychiatry and Pediatrics at the University of California, San Francisco will work to support acculturation and behavioral 

health access for immigrant youth, ages 12 to 18, in the San Francisco Unified School District. 

 “We applaud these Counties for delivering new ideas to help their communities,” said Tom Renfree, Interim Executive 

Director at CBHDA. “A critical component to our Behavioral Health system is figuring out how to reduce recidivism for 

those in crisis, and we stand with these counties that are bringing innovative solutions to the table.” 

 

The County Behavioral Health Directors Association is a statewide non-profit association that represents all 58 county behavioral health directors 

and 2 city mental health programs (Berkeley and Tri-City) which is dedicated to advocating for public policy and services on behalf of people who are 

living with substance use disorders and mental illness. 
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