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GOVERNOR JERRY BROWN SIGNS LEGISLATION AIMED AT OPIOID CRISIS 

AB 2861 will help expand access to addiction treatment by telehealth  

SACRAMENTO – The County Behavioral Health Directors Association and California Counties have reason to celebrate 

with Governor Jerry Brown’s signing of AB 2861, a bill that received bipartisan support in both the Senate and the Assembly. 

This revolutionary piece of legislation, authored by Assemblyman Rudy Salas (D-Bakersfield), and co-sponsored by CBHDA, 

makes great strides in improving and increasing access to life-saving treatment.  

“AB 2861 will provide additional access to treatment in rural areas where the opioid crisis has devastated our outlying 

communities,” said Assemblymember Salas. “Too many families have tragically lost loved ones to the opioid epidemic. I thank 

the governor for signing AB 2861 and will continue looking for ways to increase access to care for vulnerable and underserved 

populations.” 

The opioid crisis within the United States has skyrocketed to epidemic levels while treatment options in some areas are limited, 

especially in rural communities where barriers to treatment are even more substantial. AB 2861 becoming law allows Medi-Cal 

reimbursement for certified substance use disorder counselors and licensed professionals of the healing arts who provide 

individual counseling through telehealth. This law eliminates the barrier to those who live in areas far away from standard 

treatment and creates a new path for those seeking to overcome their addiction.  

“The County Behavioral Health Directors Association thanks Assemblyman Salas for introducing this bill, and applauds 

Governor Jerry Brown for signing AB 2861,” said Tom Renfree, Interim Executive Director of CBHDA. “Telehealth is a 

game-changing form of treatment, and we are thrilled to stand with Assemblyman Rudy Salas as co-sponsors. This law takes 

direct aim at the opioid crisis in California and increases access to treatment for our most vulnerable communities.” 

 

The County Behavioral Health Directors Association is a statewide non-profit association that represents all 58 county behavioral health directors 

and 2 city mental health programs (Berkeley and Tri-City) which is dedicated to advocating for public policy and services on behalf of people who are 

living with substance use disorders and mental illness. 
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